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%8| One does not live on bread
alone,
but on every word that
comes forth from the
mouth of God.

Matthew 4:4b
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A Modern Temptation

Once again, on this First Sunday of Lent, we revisit the temptations of
Jesus as we begin another season of Lent. Lent is supposed to be a
sort of preparation - a cleansing of ourselves as we prepare for the
central event of Christianity, the Resurrection of Our Lord at Easter.

We typically do this cleansing by giving up something we really like or
doing something affirmative for others. With that in mind, let’s look
at a modern temptation: the temptation to polarize in our society.

Under the present-day circumstances in our country, many of us have
(knowingly or not) placed ourselves in political and cultural “silos”
where we tend to associate with like-minded people. These silos are
present at work, in families, and even in the Church. Each side
justifies itself with argument, protest, and information from social
media. These silos can divide families, parishes, and even the Church,
and this only benefits the Tempter.

This Lent, our action to cleanse ourselves and be ready for Easter
could be this: Find Common Ground. This means suspending
judgment over who is right and who is wrong and instead finding out
if you and the opposing person have anything in common.

This can mean, for example, the same hobby, a common (non-silo)
past experience, the same school you two attended, or a similar
family background. Then, once this bridge has been found, talk about
the matter you two hold in common - not divisive cultural events.

Like Jesus in the desert, pray for the strength to be kind. Look for the
positive in others, disregarding for the moment their political beliefs.
Recall that the other person is, like me, a human being, with the
dignity, rights, and equality that are within all human beings. And
remember too that the Spirit of God is in charge - not me or the
people in my silo. Then, perhaps, at Easter we too can gaze in awe at
the empty tomb and realize that Jesus came to save EVERYONE, not
just the people in my political silo. Shepherd us O God!

Mike Grzeca - Senior Deacon

333 Hilltop Drive
Green Bay, WI 54301
920-336-7768
Mass Schedule
Saturday 4:00 PM

Sunday 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Monday-Friday 8:05 AM

Live Streaming Masses
www.gbres.org/live

Reconciliation
Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 PM
or By Appointment

Adoration
Thursday Following Daily Mass

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
8:30 AM - 3:00 PM
Other Times by Appointment

STAY CONNECTED

O[O0
FE..
[m]ky

www.gbres.org

Emails/Text Alerts
Text GBRES to 84576 or
www.gbres.org/contactinfo

n gbresurrection

Please ask an usher about our
accessibility options and low gluten hosts.






