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The Difference in Christian Education

and the Difference it Makes Reconciliation
In a 2020 book entitled Reading Greek and Roman Mythology Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 PM
through Christian Eyes, The Myth Made Fact, author and educator or By Appointment

Louis Markos, PhD. Gives an interesting opinion about education, .
specifically about the differences between Christian and public Adoratlon .
schools. His comments focus on the values and virtues taught in Thursday Following Daily Mass
each. As we begin Catholic Schools Week, | thought his comments Parish Office H
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must answer: What kind of education do | want my children to 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

have? So, from Louis Markos: h .
Other Times by Appointment
"l used to believe that the main problem with education in
America was that our public schools, community colleges, and
four-year universities had surgically removed all traces of virtue STAY CONNECTED

from the curriculum. I no longer believe that to be the case. @ Check out our website!
Indeed, | think that the current situation would be better if they '

had done so. E
Had our secular schools jettisoned virtue altogether, then E k

their students would have noticed the absence and awakened FE:"

from their moral stupor. We are, after all, creatures made in the —

image of a holy God who is himself the standard of virtue and who E_r

is the author of our desire to reach for that standard. Yes, we are

falling and besmirched, but that desire, that innate yearning to Www.gbres.org
enact the virtuous behavior for which we were created, persists.

Placed in a fully virtue-less zone, the human heart would feel TEnzzlé?;/éetthﬁg%ts
hunger and rebel. However, the secular architects of our modern ex 0 or
public schools were not foolish enough to let that happen. That is www.gbres.org/contactinfo
why, after purging our schools of traditional Judea-Christian and .
traditional Greco-Roman virtues, they replaced them with a set of n gbresu rrection
five pseudo-virtues to fill the virtue-shaped vacuum in our hearts:
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Now | am not saying that these pseudo-virtues
are evil or even negative in and of themselves. It is
certainly a good thing to show tolerance to our
neighbors and to be wise stewards of creation. Still,
these five virtues-- which I will henceforth call
values, since they are man-made and culture-bound
rather than eternal and cross-cultural--have never
stood at the center of morality. Worse yet, none of
them represent active virtues that affirm that we are
human beings who deserve equal respect because
we were made in the image of our Creator. To the
contrary, they are passive values that deflate and
reduce our God-given worth and uniqueness into a
bland, lowest-common-denominator soup.

True, there does exist a traditional type of
tolerance that is built of the inherent dignity of
every human being, but that is not what tolerance
has come to mean in our modern society. Today, the
passive value of tolerance means little more than "I
will overlook your sins if you overlook mine." Just
so, egalitarianism and multiculturalism do not lead
to the affirmation of all that is unique and glorious
in masculinity or femininity or in the various
cultures of Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the
Middle East, but rather to the collapsing of all
distinctions in favor of an identity politics that
reduces people to their race, class, or gender,
without imbuing them with any kind of essential
worth.

Worse yet, the swapping out of traditional virtues
with modern values has helped create a generation
of young people who say to themselves, "Well, yes, |
may be living a sinful lifestyle, but that is OK
because | recycle cans."

Rather than train young people to live in
accordance with a set standard of virtues, our value-
driven schools have taught students to justify their
own sinful behavior by commending themselves for
the great tolerance and inclusivism they extend
toward others who have likewise given in to their
base, misdirected passions.

But what are these time-tested virtues? Were you to
ask that question of anyone before the modern
period, he would immediately tell you that the
seven virtues form the gold standard. These seven
are composed of the four classical (or cardinal)
virtues of courage (fortitude), self-control
(temperance), wisdom (prudence), and justice, and
the three Christian (or theological) virtues of faith,
hope, and love (charity).

The difference between a classical and a
Christian virtue rests on a theological distinction
between general revelation (the way God speaks
indirectly to all people through creation,
conscience, reason, and desire) and special
revelation (the way God speaks directly through the
prophets, the Bible, Christ, and his bride, the
Church). Whereas higher pagans, such as Homer,
Virgil, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero,
and Epictetus, had access to the four cardinal
virtues only. Whereas Christian writers, such as Paul
and John, Augustine and Aquinas, Luther and
Calvin had full access to the three theological
virtues as well as the four cardinal virtues.

So, again, this persistent question: what kind
of education do you want your children to have?
The implications of Dr. Markos's statements seem
quite clear: if you want your child's education to
inculcate the modern values of tolerance,
inclusivism, egalitarianism, multiculturalism, and
environmentalism as central and foundational
values, then you should enroll them in a public
school. But, if you want your child's education to
inculcate the cardinal virtues of courage,
temperance, wisdom, and justice, as well as the
theological virtues of faith, hope, and love as
central to their moral development, you should
enroll your child in a Christian/Catholic school. This
is a harsh distinction, but this is the way of our
modern world as we become a post-Christian
Society.

Huge decision! Please know that if you want to
enroll your child in our Grace Catholic school
system but have financial concerns, please come
and talk, and let's find a way. Also, please know |
pray for all of you as you make this difficult
decision.

Fr. Bob













