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Mission Statement
As disciples of Jesus and stewards of Godbds gi ft s,
worshipping community that strengthens faith, shares Christian hope, reaches out, and loves one another.
December, 2008
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to us is our imagination. Images are
powerful in shaping both our attitudes and our life-style.
A primary source of images, obviously, is our mass media:
television, videos, movies, etc. One of our personal and
parental responsibilities is to monitor the images we take
in or allow our children to be exposed to.

EVENTS

December 11

Claude Allouez Forum at 7:00 AM in
the Gathering Area. Speaker: Triella
Talbot-Williams, President of NE WI
African American Association & Vice
president, JOSHUA.

December 12 A major concern is the availability of video games that are filled with
Birthday in Bethlehem at 10:00 AM in violence. Although popular in our culture, we have an obligation to protect
Church followed by a treat and ornament our children from this virtual reality of killing and slaughter. The argument
making. that it is just a game does not hold water. Too quickly the violence witnessed
December 15 in “games” becomes a lived reality.

School Christmas Program at 6:30 PM at

Notre Dame Academy. Jesus came to make our hearts gentle and loving. Images of violence hardens

December 16 o ) our hearts and lessens our reverence for life. The old saying — “monkey see,
Middle School Movie Night at 6:30 PM in monkey do” — applies to the animal world. Unfortunately, our animal nature is
the P.O.D. . . . .. .

in conflict with our spiritual nature. We tend to emulate the behavior we are

December 17 exposed to. Selectivity of incoming images is a moral responsibility.
Resurrection and St. Matt’s

Reconciliation Service at 7:00 PM at
St. Matthew’s Church.

December 20

PULSE at 6:30 PM in the Church. SCHOOL NEWS
December 29

Res Hilltoppers at 1:00 PM in the During the month of November our students
Gathering Area. Enjoy the music of focused on being grateful for all that they have in life.
musicians Kent and Emily Paulsen. We began early in the month, thanking God for the
January 7 heroes in our life. Heroes Day celebrated our everyday
Catholics Come Home Workshop at heroes as well as our military heroes.

6:00 PM in the Gathering Area.

Thanksgiving week we focused on our abundance

of food. Over 120 pies were collected for the food

| baskets at Paul’s Pantry

~ and four boxes of non-

( = .. perishable food items were

J 1 £ collected during Mass
anuar x ..

Ladies’}é}uild Bunco Night at ib - before Thanksgiving.

6:30 PM in the Gathering Area. S

Looking ahead, we are preparing for our Christmas

January 8

Claude Allouez Forum at 7:00 AM in
the Gathering Area. Speaker: Sr. Lorna
Zemke, OSF, Ph.D. Professor of Music
& Director of Graduate Music Programs,
Silver Lake College.

January 13 . .

Faith Formation Study It Night prograr;)l, The BeSF Story Ever, which will be held at Notre Dame Academy on
5:15 PM Meal-Pizza (pre-order only) December 15 at 6:30 PM.

6:00 PM Learning Sessions All are welcome.

Adult presenter: Paul Wadell, Ph.D.
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CHRI STMAS/ NEW YEA

SCHEDULE

RECONCILIATION

December 17, 2009

Individual Reconciliation from 11:00 AM-Noon
in the Church

Resurrection and St. Matthew’s Reconciliation
Service at 7:00 PM at St. Matthew’s Church

December 22, 2009
Individual Reconciliation from 6:30-8:00 PM in
the church

MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, 2009
4:00 PM Mass, Youth Music Team

6:30 PM Mass, Pfluger Family

10:00 PM Mass, PRAYSE Choir, organ &
brass

Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 2009

8:00 AM Mass, Organ & Cantor

10:00 AM Mass, PRAYSE Choir, organ &
brass

New Year's Eve, Dec. 31, 2009

4:00 PM Mass
New Year's Day, Jan. 1, 2010
9:00 AM Mass
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
December 24 Office Closes at Noon
December 25 Office Closed
December 28/30 8:00 AM-3:00 PM
December 31 Office Closes at Noon
January 1 Office Closed
CATHOLICS COME HOME
January 7, 2010
6:00 PM in the
Gathering Area

Evening includes
CAT H O L I C S supper, prayer and
COME information on how
we can be
welcoming to those returning to the Catholic
faith. Watch for more information to come!

CHILI COOK OFF

e third choh cook off will take place on January 23, 2010 after
the 4:00 PM Mass in the Family Activity Center. Reserve the date
and join in the fun of enjoying various chili recipes and the
fellowship of other parishioners. You will decide who wins the
title of the best chili and $100 grand prize!

Families are welcome. The cost is:
$5.00 per person
$3.00 children 4-12 years
Free to ages 3 and younger

If you are interested in participating in this friendly
COMPETITION, please contact Mary Meisinger at
mmeising@gbres.org or 336-7768. Join the elite previous
winners of Mike Mackin and Dave Haupt. If you claim to make
the best chili in town—prove it and enter the competition. Let us
be the judge.

FIRST RECONCILIATION

For:  Children in grade two through high school who have
not celebrated the Sacrament are welcome!

Who: Parents determine the readiness of their child to
celebrate the Sacrament

When: First class for children and parents is January 6
First Reconciliation will be celebrated on Feb. 24

How: To register or sign up go to our web page at
www.gbres.org. Do it today!

WHICH OF THESE STATEMENTS
ARE TRUE?

A divorced person is automatically excommunicated.
An annulment makes children illegitimate.
Only rich people can get annulments.

Protestant marriages aren’t recognized because they are
outside the Church.

Your former spouse has to agree before you can get an
annulment.

A marriage with children cannot be annulled.
An affair is sufficient grounds for annulment.
An annulment is just “Catholic divorce.”

You may be surprised to learn that all are false. Many people
have misconceptions about annulments. On Nov. 17" several
people gathered to hear Fr. Robert Kabat Judicial Vicar for the
Diocesan Marriage Tribunal clarify our misconceptions. His clear
and honest explanation helped the participants understand the
reasons for an annulment and the process for receiving one. If
you would like more information, contact Sheila De Luca
sdeluca@gbres.org.



. THE GOOD NEWS LETTER

AA CHRI STMAS CAROLO FOR 201C

By Amberly Boerschinger
When one thinks of the classic Charles Dickens’ story, “A Christmas Carol”,
one thinks of a resurrection of sorts. It is the renewal and rebirth of a v - = |
crotchety spirit who finds compassion and joy through the visits of four : : |
ghosts on Christmas Eve. At the end of the story a reader walks away feeling
somewhat fulfilled, satisfied, that our main character has found something
more than money to meet his needs; family, generosity, and perhaps even a
sense of his own God-given dignity.

IN PROSE

But there is a powerful scene in the third stave of the story that haunts me.
Many film versions omit this frightful scene, but I bring it to your attention
here. To set the scene, Scrooge is traveling Christmas present with a :
monstrous and decadently clothed ghost. He has seen the Cratchit home and s« iy . o
the lively party at the home of his own family. As he stands with the ghost,

he sees something...

AFrom the foldings of its robe, it brought two cl
They knelt down at its feet, and clung upon the o
éThey were a boy and girl. Yel |l ow, meager, ragge

humility. Where graceful youth should have filled their features out, and touched them with its freshest
tints, a stale and shriveled hand, like that of age, had pinched, and twisted them, and pulled them into
shreds. Where angels might have sat enthroned, devils lurked, and glared out menacing. No change, no
degradation, no perversion of humanity, in any grade, through all the mysteries of wonderful creation,
has monsters half so horrible and dread.

Scrooge started back, appalled. Having them shown to him in this way, he tried to say they were fine
children, but the words choked themselves, rather than be parties to a lie of such enormous magnitude.

ASpirit! Are they yours?0 Scrooge could say no mo

AThey are Man's, 0 said the Spirit, |l ooking down u
fathers. This boy is Ignorance. This girl is Want. Beware them both, and all of their degree, but most of
all beware this boy, for on his brow | see that written which is Doom, unless the writing be erased. Deny
it!o cried the Spirit, stretching out its hand toc
your factious purposes, and make it worse! And bi

The reason this scene haunts me as I read this classic tale each year is simple. It was written during the industrial days of
19" century England; and yet, those wretched children of want and ignorance still live and sadly, thrive among us. With
our grand technologies, our chemically altered super foods, and our echoing homes, we still breed a society of want and
ignorance. How can this possibly be true in the most wealthy and “progressive” nation in the world? When is each of us
going to acknowledge the miserly, selfish humanity within and be resurrected, as Scrooge, to the values of family,
generosity, and the God-given dignity of each human being?

Lord, help us this coming year to stop hiding behind our wants and the comfort of our own homes.
Guide us to answer your call to roll up our sleeves and reach into the robe. Reaching, so much more than seeing,
is the only way to truly know the sadness of our world as more than a story.
Help us to see firsthand the ills of society that we have allowed to grow amongst us.
Truly, as we have done unto others, we have done unto You.
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NEED AN IDEA FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT?

Criteria for engraved memorial brick pavers: All proceeds from the engraved
memorial brick pavers supports the
e Bricks can be engraved for yourself, children, friend, Facilities Endowment Fund at

relative, family, or in the name of a deceased loved one Resurrection Parish.

I

¢ You don not need to be a member of Resurrection to
purchase memorial bricks.

e The cost per memorial brick is $100

e Each brick could display:
-First and last name on either one or two lines
-Last name and the word Family on one or two lines
-Single name on one line
-Multiple first names may be used provided a single
last name is used

e FEach brick will be limited to two lines with 14 characters

( ) bl Facilities Endowment Fund...
spaces) on each line

Ensures that our facilities remain a strong
and vital environment in which to practice

e A record of memorial brick location shall be maintained in and build our faith by providing:

the parish office.
e Support for the general maintenance of
our physical structure & grounds
NOTE: e Technology necessities
Orders received by Dec. 31 will be installed in the spring.
Orders received by June 30 will be installed in the fall. « TFunds for the capital needs of our parish

BRICK ORDER FORM FOR RESURRECTION MEMORIAL GARDEN
Please provide the following information:
Your Name Phone
(Please Print)

Today’s Date

Cost of brick $100
Make checks payable to Resurrection Parish

(line one)

(line two)




